DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF

USAMRMC-SPONSERED ACTIVITIES AT

THE OREGON HEALTH & SCIENCE UNIVERSITY VACCINE AND GENE THERAPY INSTITUTE
1.
PROPOSED ACTION: The Proposed Action (Alternative I, preferred alternative) and subject of this Environmental Assessment (EA) is the conduct of U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC)-sponsored activities at the Oregon Health & Science University Vaccine and Gene Therapy Institute (OHSU VGTI) in Hillsboro, Oregon. The proposed study is a necessary component of USAMRMC efforts to develop medical countermeasures against potential biological warfare threats. The proposed research – Development of a Novel Vaccine Vector for Multiple CDC Category A Pathogens – will be conducted at OHSU VGTI. Researchers will prepare and investigate strains of the Rhesus macaque cytomegalovirus and use Monkeypox virus as the test pathogen to demonstrate the effectiveness of cytomegalovirus as a vaccine vector. Monkeypox virus is considered a potential biological warfare threat.

2.
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: During the preparation of this EA, two reasonable alternatives to the Proposed Action were identified. One alternative to the Proposed Action is to conduct the proposed USAMRMC-sponsored activities at another facility (Alternative II). The second alternative is to not conduct the proposed USAMRMC-sponsored activities (Alternative III, No Action). This EA characterizes the probable environmental impacts, including impacts to human health, that might result from conducting either the proposed research (Alternative I, the preferred alternative) or the alternatives considered.

3.
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES AND MITIGATION MEASURES: It is unlikely that significant adverse environmental impacts will result from implementing the Proposed Action. The preferred alternative includes adherence to existing regulations and standards and the use of specialized facilities. Adherence to health, safety, and environmental regulations applicable to the conduct of research involving biohazardous microorganisms will mitigate risk to the workforce and ensure environmental protection.

4.
FACTORS CONSIDERED IN THE FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: The EA systematically reviews the nature of the Proposed Action and associated risks and issues. Particular attention is given to protection of the workforce and surrounding community. Alternatives with regard to needs of the United States and the U.S. Army and potential adverse effects on the environment are evaluated.

5.
CONCLUSIONS: The principal conclusions of this EA are: (1) the conduct of the proposed research project – Development of a Novel Vaccine Vector for Multiple CDC Category A Pathogens at OHSU VGTI (Alternative I, the preferred alternative) is not expected to result in significant adverse environmental impacts; (2) implementing the preferred alternative will likely result in important benefits to the U.S. by enhancing progress toward developing a safe, potent, large-capacity vector for CDC Category A agents; (3) conducting the USAMRMC-sponsored activities at another facility (Alternative II) will likely result in similar negligible to minor environmental impacts at the selected site; and (4) not conducting the USAMRMC-sponsored activities (Alternative III, No Action) will eliminate the negligible to minor environmental impacts associated with conducting the research, but it will also eliminate potentially significant advances in national defense against potential biowarfare agents.
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Comments on this Finding of No Significant Impact may be directed to: Headquarters, USAMRMC, ATTN: MCMR-PA (Charles Dasey), 504 Scott Street, Fort Detrick, MD 21702-5012, and must be received by 19 January 2005. Copies of the EA are available for review at the Hillsboro Public Library at Tanasbourne; 2453 NW 185th Avenue; Hillsboro, OR 97124, and at http://MRMC-www.army.mil. Copies of the EA may be obtained by writing to Mr. Dasey at the address above.
