FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF

USAMRMC-SPONSORED ACTIVITIES AT

LIGOCYTE PHARMACEUTICALS, INC.

1.
PROPOSED ACTION: The proposed action (Alternative I, preferred alternative) and subject of this Environmental Assessment (EA) is the conduct of U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC)-sponsored activities at LigoCyte Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (LPI) in Bozeman, Montana. The proposed study is a component of USAMRMC efforts to develop medical countermeasures against potential biological warfare threats. The research project – Bioadhesion Research to Combat Biological Warfare, Sub-project 3, Novel Vaccines for Brucella pathogens – will be managed by LPI and conducted at Montana State University in Bozeman, Montana. Brucella is a potential biological warfare threat for which there is currently no acceptable human vaccine. Researchers will develop preventive measures against brucellosis; specifically, the work will define protective epitopes and novel delivery systems to be used in vaccine formulations for brucellosis.

2.
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: During the preparation of this EA, two alternatives to the proposed action were identified. One alternative is to conduct the proposed USAMRMC-sponsored activities at another facility (Alternative II). The other alternative is to not conduct the proposed USAMRMC-sponsored activities (Alternative III, no action).

3.
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES AND MITIGATION MEASURES: It is unlikely that significant adverse environmental impacts will result from implementing the proposed action. The preferred alternative includes adherence to existing regulations and standards and the use of specialized facilities. Adherence to health, safety, and environmental regulations applicable to the conduct of research involving biohazardous microorganisms will mitigate risk to the workforce and ensure environmental protection.

4.
FACTORS CONSIDERED IN THE FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: The EA systematically reviews the nature of the proposed action and associated risks and issues. Particular attention is given to protection of the workforce and surrounding community. Alternatives with regard to needs of the United States and the U.S. Army and potential adverse effects on the environment are evaluated.

5.
CONCLUSIONS: The principal conclusions of this EA are: (1) the conduct of the proposed research project – Bioadhesion Research to Combat Biological Warfare, Sub-project 3, Novel Vaccines for Brucella pathogens (Alternative I, the preferred alternative) is not expected to result in significant adverse environmental impacts; (2) implementing the preferred alternative will likely result in important benefits to the U.S. by enhancing progress toward developing an acceptable vaccine against human brucellosis; (3) conducting the USAMRMC-sponsored activities at another location (Alternative ll) will likely result in similar minor to negligible environment impacts; and (4) not conducting the proposed USAMRMC-sponsored activities (Alternative IlI, no action) will eliminate the negligible environmental impacts associated with conducting the research, but it will also eliminate potentially significant advances in human brucellosis vaccine development. 
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Comments on this Finding of No Significant Impact may be directed to: Headquarters, USAMRMC, ATTN: MCMR-PA (Charles Dasey), 504 Scott Street, Fort Detrick, MD 21702-5012, and must be postmarked by December 30, 2001. Copies of the EA are available for review at the Bozeman Public Library, 220 East Lamme, Bozeman, MT 59715, at the Montana State University Library, Renne Library, Centennial Mall, Information Resources Development, Attn: Mary Bushing, Team Leader, P.O. Box 173320, Bozeman, MT 59717-3320, and at http://MRMC-www.army.mil. Copies of the EA may be obtained by writing to Mr. Dasey at the address above.

